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HIS is an Age of Riddles, the World 
is becoms a mere Fairy-Land,inhabit» 
. ed by Chimera's Monſters, Elfes and 
Changelings; Men a& as if were at Croſs pur- 


poſes, and therefore wonder not if rhe Preſs 
brings for Parabler, 


The late Prevarication and Flight of a cer- 
rain Overſeer of the - Levites ina ſmall Ifland, 
ts meitnmind of a Tale, which 1s nor to be 
ound in all Zaſop'sFables,and yet icruns much 
afrer rhe ſame manner. Take it as follows : 
There was a time when all the Birds in the 
Air were ſummon'd to ſwear Allegiance to the 
EAGLE, whom by:unanimous conſent, they 
had choſen to be their King. The OSTRIDG 
who reign'd over them before, having deſerted 
his Government,(as is the manner of thar nn- 
uaiural Bird,) and ſo che Throne vacant. Now 
the 'EAGLE had gain'd the Heartsand AﬀeSti- 
ons of all rhe feather'd Kinds : The Falcons, 
Hergs,Storhs, Swallows, Larhs, and inumerable 
other forrs of High-flying Birds came in and 
took the Oath, eſpecially the Blacks birds, were 
very promt and ready ro give all the Demon- 
ſiragionsof their Loyalty they were capable of. 
To-theſe joyn'd che Nightingaler, and Toruſhes, 
a hargileſs chearful ſort of Birds, thatwere al- 
ways: merry in the midſt of & MiRions, and 
wou'd ſing beſt when pric'k. with Briers and 
Thorns.They all ſwore Loyalty ro the EAGLE, 
charpt and caraFdhis Praiſes, fo that the Hills 
and Valleys, Forcit and Plains, echo'd his Re- 
nowng they al:o formed rhemſclves into Troops, 
and had the over-fight of all inferior Magtes, 
and foilow'd hiny tothe Wars ; for the abai-ate 
ef CSFRICH having fled ro the VULTURE 
for proreRion, and made a League with Him, 
caine with huge Armics and 1avaded rhe E zles 
Demmions 3 Buc the Black birds, Ntzhring 2/es 
aod Thrutbes, as Thave ſaid, ſtood firm ro Him, 
and drove. away his Eacmics, being reiolved 
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never to forſake Him, till they have ſubdued 
the cOSTRICH and the VULTURE, with att 
that adhere to them, 

Now among all the Birds that lived under 
the Eagles Government z none were tio 
Treacherous and Diſo;al as ome XK{AGPIES, 
a Bird of rwo colours, Double-rongu'd, and 


much addi&ed to Quibbles and mental Reſer-. 
varions 3 yet ſome of rheſe rook the Oath of 


Allegiance ro the EAGLE : Burt others ſtood 
our, and chatrer'd againſt it, {quinting at 211 
ſuch as tookir. There was one Old One that 


had his Neſt by a River-fide, he was the Ring- * 
leader of the Nonſwearing MAGPIE, a ſurly Old , 


Maggot that wou'd not come near the 
EAGLES Courtyz nor fo much as chatter out a 
How-d'ye to Him, but kept hiving in's Neſt 
under pretence of Illnefs. To him there re. 
ſorted daily the ther Nor-ſwearing MAGPIES, 
with great numbers of Zack-daws, Robe, 
Swallows and Martins, that the MAGPIES had 
drawn into their Sedirtton. From him they re- 
ceiv'd Infjructions, and took there Matures, 
how- to - behave themſelves in their 
their ſeveral reſpegtive Diftrias, ( for 
ſome of them'were DIGNIFY'D MAGPIET, 
Fachdaws, Roobr, Swallows, and Martins, in 
ſuch and ſuch a Pfovince of the Eagles Do- 
minions,) and when. they had ſufficiently 
learn'd rheir Cue, away they flew to their 
Charges, and made ir rheir buſine's ro preach 
up Non-ſw2aring, Nan obeying, Non-fighting, &c. 
as formerly chey had Come Nan-re/t/tivg > for all 
their Dofrines ran upon None and Negairu?s, 
the Daughters of Paſſite Obedinic, 

By thee Arts tliey drew to their Parry great 
Nambersof. Geeſe, Owls, Burzards, and tuch 
like ſillybirds, who tlurrer'd rogerher ac certain 
times, and kept their Night Cab.iis, plowing 
Treaſon againſt tlc EAGLE, 211 contriving 
how to reitarc the 45iicated OSTRICH rote 
Crown, To thus cnd, thev lold a private Cor- 
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reſpeadence with Him, and che VULTURE 
inviting them to ſend an Army to intade 
the EAGLES Dominion, and promiſing them 
all manner of Aſiiſtanee and readineſs to join 
with them at their firſt Appearance: 

A the reſt of the Dignify'd MAGPIES 
concern'din this Plor, there was one arch Wagg 
more a&tivethan the reſt,who having learn'd 
the way of craining up Pi ro carry Let« 
ters (as uſual at Alepp2 and Baby/an,) write two 
Letters, one to the OSTRICH, and anocrher to 
his Mace. The Tenor whercof is as follows : 


To the OSTRICH. 


SIR 

HE PIDGEON wh» brings this Diſpatch, 

” will be ony Credentials, in gieing yon ſuch an 
Aſſur ance of our unfeigned Duty and Fidelity, 4s 
will be adequate to your very Wiſhes : Tet pardon 


an Error, which (if it be ofle ) is the effet# of 


my Ambition; te ſatisfy you from my own Mouth, 
and give you this Feſtimmny under my Claw, That 
T ſhall ſnatch every ofportunity, ust fighting the 
oft, and laying wait for the greateſt, to acquit 
our ſelves your devted Friends, 

SIR. I write inthe Plural, becauſe I deliver 
the ſenſe of the Chief MAGPY as well as mine 
own, and the o'hers of our Neſt ; Who tho dinuniſht 
in rwmber, yet, if our Arithmetich does not fail 
5, we have no Cyphers amongſt us, but are ma- 
S's a progreſſian in eur Intereſts, that is, in 

Ors. 


Toe Bearer will, T preſume, give y»# 4 true 
Charatter of us, when he fha// {arief you, That 
we are really what we ſend our ſelves, 


Decemb. 31. Toars intir-ly. 


Iwiſh youthe merrieft New Tear. 


To the OST RICH'S Mate. 


S I am not able to chatter out th# wparels 

*%. keF'd Complacency I took this time Twelve- 
morth, in receiving that Token of your Condeſcenſion 
and Cjcmency, under yur own Claw. S9 Thav? 
kopt about ever ſince in no ſmall uneaſineſs, { 
went of the mans to return you my bumble Thanks, 
and renew my ſ1l:mn Proteftatio"s of unftigned 
Loyalty, Freon which, if T er flinch, may my 
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Wings be clipr, and I b» never able tn 

above a Graſhoppers Leap from the Grand, Yu 

I declare in the- of the Chief MAGPY, 

the reſt :f our Feather, as well as on ms 

ſco:e. Tou may repoſe an entive-ceonfdence in ur. nor 

only for our unchangeable Faſtnzis in the Prattics 

of ſo juft and well-grourded a Reſilution 5 But alſo 
our moſt vig»rour end*avours to advance your 

Cauſe, whnielt is our own, beyond #be pyſbility of 

a Separation. 

There is no neceſſity, trat TI ſhiu'd patticulg- 
rize, fince the Pidgeon hy b2ars this, can ands 
will daſcover to you the bo tamof our Hearts, I'sr1 
you could penetrate inte th-m to bebold the Sincergty 
and Devotion with which we conſecrate our. ſolves 
ts your Service. 1 wiſh you a jolly New-Year, 
and numerous, avery numerous {-qu"{ of them, ad 
all very m*rry ones. Tour Young Heir we heay 
1s well fledg'd, he har our mo: paſſhnuate Vows, 
His Friends encreaje daily, and bts Adverſaries 
loſe ground. 


Deccmb, 31. 


Afﬀrer Margery had wric theſe Lerrers, (for 
you muſt notre by rhe way, that eheſe rhings 
were done, when Birds and Beaſts were as good 
Scholars as ' men,) he began to whr'r his Bi/Y, 

lum his Feathers, and hop abour, to the 
une of Packington's Pound, He thought he 
had conquer'd the World, and got borh the 
Infies in his Claws, Bur alack and well-2-day ! 
the Pidgeon ther carry'd '<m was {e1Z'd and all 
the Roguery diſcover'd, and pory MA was fain 
ro our of ſight fort. For rhe EAGLE had 
a Cock belonging to him, who was very wake- 
ful, and his Name was Chanticleer: This Cock 
had always a ſhrewd Eye to the MAGPIES. 
and their Gang ; he warch'd ail cheir mogions, 
fo. thar they could hardly mute, bur he was 
privy to'r, *Twas he thar (eizjd on the Pidgeon, 
and brought him to the EAGLES Palace, loa- 
den with Letrers to the OSTRICH and the 
VULTURE;among the Reſt were theſe rwo of 
Margeries own Penning, Upon which Margery 
very 7 changed Colours, ard rurn'd 
his Whice and Black into a deep Red, and fo 
away roward the VEETURT'S Terriro- 
ries, there to Chatter at large the Contenrs of 
tis Fawning Letters. 

This MAGPY had the Charefter of a flar- 
tcring, ſelfiſh perfidious, infinuating Bird: He it 
was that formerlyCrown'd the OST RICH, & be- 
ing afterwards diſcontevred at cheOS FRECHE'S 
Government 


h 


Government, with others of bis Feather, ſent 
end invited the EAGLE to come and reſcue 
them from the OSTRICHE'S Tyranny : Buras 

.foonas he had gratify'd them in char, and the 
EAGLE had by the general confenr of all che 
Birds, raken poſſeſſion of the OFTRICHE'S va- 
cant Throne, this Falſe hearted MAGPY and 
his Complices turn til ſquiar at his Proceed. 
ings, (light his Favour, and-make ſuch.a Chat- 
tering, thar.all the honeſt Birds were juſtly of- 
fended-ar the Noiſe, Yer ſome -of- rhe 0S- 
TRICHE'S Crearures began to- lifters ro them 
with delight, and ſuch A:rifice was uſed, that 
many-fimple, welkmeca!ing birds, were delud- 
cd img the MAGPIES Fad in. 

Ic oughtto beremember d here, That there 
was an 0d Grudge berwen rhe MAGPIES 
and the BLACK» IRD5,thc former being con- 
ſcious © 710 hatin, grating Noiſe they made, 
envy'd and perſecuted the latrer with their 
Followers, the Mightirgales and Thruſbes, be- 
cauſerof ne jweet harmontous Notes they ſung in 
the Woods ard Groves, which drew all the 
Birds. 1970 Admiration of their Melody ! fo 
that mulcicudes of rhe MAGPIES Party aban- 
don'd tie, and wenr over cothe black-Birds : 
Nay,fome of che MAGS:cthem'clves were fo ett- 
amoar's of cheBlack-Birds Muſick avd innocent 
manner of livc that rhey-. voluncarily under- 
went 4 MetaTorphitis and became SLick-Birds: 
Bue chere were bur .a few,of cheie, and rhey 
were of the inferiour MAGTIES. However, 
the-great ones were,highly mcens's at this 1e- 
ferrion of ſome of their own Feather. and whole 
Coveys of their Followers. Whereupon they 
gor the OSTRICHES, EAGLES, or whoſce- 
ver was King cf the Birds at- that time, to c- 
re& High-Commiſſion Coarts, Star-i.harbers, 
ando ther $:ats of Judicature,wkirher the Black 
Birds were cited, and there were ſencenc'd to 
Lmpriſonmente, pecuniary Mulits, and whatſo- 
ever clile the MAGPIES pleas'd to inflit on 
chem. This grew in time to be a great Grie- 
vance in the Commer-wealth of Birds; (© that in 
proceſs of time, theſe Ani ies were im- 
provid ito a Civil War During which the 
Cheif MAGPT (even the Predccefior of him 
whom I before menrion'd, the Old ſurly Non- 
fwearing MAGPY, whoſe Neſt was by a River- 
ſide,) loſt his K:ad, for endeavouring to force 
the Back Birds to wear his Colours, and for 
other illegal Impoſitions againſt rhe Laws of 
Nature, ard the general ſenſe of a'l the Eirds 
w-che Air. After him, the whole Generation 
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of MAGPIES went to Par, except ſuelr as 


wou'd turn Black, Bids. 
Bnr in-rwelye years oy the MAGPIE'? 
Intereſt fac'd aboutagain, an fel! ro their 


old Trade: of Domineering, Perſecyung, and 
Tyrannizing over the Black Birds. Which 
conting'd til the OSTRICH .came to be 
Crown'd ; when he for his own Ends took the 
Laſh our of the MAGPIES CLAWS, at which 
rhey charrer'd and - ſhape , with their Bills, 
huffd and bounc'd ; and tha they rhemſclves 


had broughr the OSTRICH tothe Throne, yet 


now they gre'y weary of Him, and never wou'd 
be acquict, tiki chey. had chaſed him away 
again, and brane the EAGLE tothe Crown; 
and becauſe he wou'd nor countenance their 
oppreſſion of the Black Birds,, rherefore they 
forſook him alſo, and tis Intzreſt, and en- 
deavour*d to calvumniate the Loyalty , Service 
and Zeal of the Bleckbirds,. who. ſtood ſNoutly 
to him at all turns. 

During thefe Bickerings and ill Offices be 
eween the 24; PIES and the Black Birds, is 
wat tloaght convenient, that'a Publick Cor- 


vo: i-fon of the former; ſhoufd be call'd far an 


Ace md ation, Burt all came. to nothing ;' for 
the "ro/oruter of the MAG PIES, having 
ſcrap*d the Ground with his Reverend Claws, 
and almoſt kiG'd it with a ſubmiſſive Bow of 
h's learned Noddle ; made an Oration to this 
EffeR, That if the leaft Feather or Straw were 
plack*d out of their old weather beaten Neſt, all 
wou'd eicher fall to the ground, or be blown 
away by the Wind, ang fo cher young ones 
would be forc'd to take ſhelter in the B/ack 
Birds Quarters, To this eloquent” Harangue, 
the reſt of the MAS FIESall ſaid 4mon And 
ſo themarrer lies where ir edid before, Lerween 
two Swools. Sub judice Lis eft.. Yet *ris thought 
that if che Black Birds could hut obtain a fair 
and equal hearing of r1cir Cauſe, they would 
ſoon make the MAG YVIES aſham'd of their Tys- 
rannous, 'preud, -overous Aftions; and con» 
vince the World that thoſe” P3e-ba/d Birds re- 
garded nothing. but the farisfation of cheir 
Ambitious Deſigns, Self-will, Luft and Avarice. 

Theſe rurning PIES will not always appear 
above board themſelves, bur are.in Fee with 
Hawks, Felc:ns, and fuch like Birds of Prey, 
v-ho are their Serrers for any Game. Thus 
they once employ'd a hundred and ſeventeen 
of theſe Ravens Birds to joyn in a Petition 
ro tie Enrgle's Grand Council of Stte, againt 
the Phxn;x, who was made Govercour over 
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and was £ntring | 
ment, the nes chirerd' - and fer the- 
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The Exgle's Chicf Grove, and had kept his place 
nan, td rogerher, but becauſe he was a 
fairhſul Friend, and Loyal Subje& to the Eagle, 


Hawks and Falcons ro ſcream againſt him, who 
digorg'd a world of falſe and frivolous Accu- 
ſations in the Council Houſe, but all came to 


- nothing, for that Loyal Senate would not coun- 


tenance the Envious Calumnies of Male-con- 
rents. This made the MAGPTES and the reſt 
of their Gang ſtark mad, ro ſce the Phenix 
ſkine brighter for their Perſecution : So now 
they reſolv'd ro hazard all ar once, and make 


- quick work on't. The Oftrich muſt be ſenc for 


over in all haſte, and rhe more ro encourage 
him, the invired him to come as ſoon as the 
Eagle waz gone to viſit ſome of his Allies and 
Friends abroad. Now the MAGPIES hoprt 
a:out, Icnging for the day when the Eagle 
"would rake his flight beyond Sea, being then 
in their own Conceirs, cock-ſure of reftorin 
the OSTRICH again to his Crown. Bur as 
have toly yuu before, poor Pilgarlick rhe Pj- 
gem that was to carry the News to the Oftrich, 
was mught in a Gin, with Two of his Compa- 
Nions, and. our came all the Treaſon. Theſe 
were all try*d for their Lives, and ne of chem 
was condemn'p ro be chozk'd with Hemp-ſeed. 
Now when the day of Execution was come, 
this Pigeon fell fick with the very ſmell of the 
Hcmpſced, and defir*d rbat a certain M4GPY 
a Friend of his, would chatter over a Form of 
Prayer thar was uſed among the MAGPTES in 
the Viſitation of the Sick, So the Magpy chatter'd, 
and the Pigeon coo'd, and having finiſh d their 
Devorions, the Pigeon wery orderly rook his 
Hempſeed, which ſoon ſpoil'd his cooing for 
ever after, ro the preat grief of the Magpics 
and their Gang. It would even grieve ones 
Heart rr ſee how the MAGPIES ſneakr about 
a ter this fatal B'ow ? How humble and downiſh 
they look'd, nor jerring it along as they us'd 
ro do, and looking over your head, but in a 
more ſubmiſſive poſture, /ihe gr2d your Worſhip 
on a Wo'd:n Leg, or lixe az Owl in an. Ivy- 
Buſh, char cares nct to be ſeen, Alas por Mag 
A Cup of Sack for Mag / Mag's a Rogue, ah 
poor Mag, Mag, Mag. not a word of the Pud- 
ding. Mag's at hide and feeh;, and all t!ze Gang 
are in a Spiricual Maze, as mute as Mum 
chance, that was kang'd for ſaying of nothing. 
What 15 become of* the ſeven Gelden Candle- 
Ricks ? Why, by mv Sol Man, I't believe 


his third year of Goyerns 


chey'l aw turn Prince's Meral in a ſhort time, 
00.ths D—— halc 'cm by the Bread Lugs 
CO H ooormempmmcrncct 


Good morrow Mr. Mayor of Queenbirough, 


' Slap, Gays rhe Caſement, down falls the leaden 
wo pence, 


your Worſhip, SIR. 
FINIS, » 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

* ,* On Friday Mornirg next will be 
Monfieur in a Mouſe-Trap, of the Par 
of the Herring pond. By the Author of the - 
Magpies. | 

The Hiſtory of rhe Royal Congreſs at the Hagues 
with the Names, 'Clharatters, and Equipage of 
the Soveraign Princes that compoſe this 
Auguſt aſicmbly, rogether with an Account 
the Glorious Cannepy and Chair of State. 
ſevrral curious and admirable Fireworks, the 
ma'y Triwnphal Arches, with the other vaſt 
Preparations made fir Bs Majeſhy of Grear 
Eritoin, with an exa& Dranght of the manner 
of King William's entring into the Hague, 
and reception by the States General. Tranſlated 
from the Dutch Copy, Printed «t Leiden. 

An Account of the late Horrid Conſpiracy, to 
Depoſe their preſent Majeflies K. William and 
Nueen Nary, to bring in the French, and the 
late Kirg James, ard ruin the City of London. ' 
Alſo ſome brief Reflettions on the Tryals of the 
Lord Preſton and Aſhron. , By « Gentleman 
who wa: preſent at thoſe Tryals. 

Remarks upen the Life, Tryal, and Acquirmenr 
of Archur Earl of Torringron. 

A Penitentiary Sermon preach'd udon two young 
Perſ\ns doing Pennance in a publich Congrega- 
tim, to which is added an accurate Treariſe of 
Fo nication, written «p11 an exti anrdinary 
eccaſion, by W : Barlow, M. A. 

The Wenders of Free Grace, or, a comp eat 
Hiſlory of all the Remarkable Penitents that 
have been Executed at Tyburn for theſ> laſt 30 
years, with a $:rmon preached in th? hearmg 
of « Condemned MalcfaRor. 

The third Volume of the. Pocket Library (com) 
pleat ing the twa;farmr.) cortainirg a further 
account of the ray rw Rambles,vi 
his firſt Projedt of girdling the World, 

The Vanicy and-Impicry of Judicial Aſtrology 
by Francis Qwae, M.A. 

The Triennial Mayor, or, the new Rapparees, 
a Satyr, Price 6 d. 

The Antiweeſ;ls, a Poem, price 6 4d. 
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